
THE REV. JAMES S. RUSSELL
Founder and principal of St. Paul Normal and Industrial

School. Five hundred students and 46 teachers in 1908.
Annual expenses, $50,000: secured through public subscription.

ST. PAUL NORMAL AND INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, LAWRENCE, VA.
Founded in 1888 by Rev. James S. Russell, then in charge of St. Paul's Church. Incorporated by the General

~ssemblY of Virginia, 1890. Now managed by a board of trustees. Protestant Episcopal. The Chapel,
picture above, was erected entirely by student labor, of brick and lumber manufactured at the school.

St. Paul N orrnal and Industrial
School.. Lawrenceville.. Va.

Rev. James S. Russell, Principal

I the heart of the "Black Belt" of Virginia, which con­
tains sixty per cent. of the egro population of the state,
is St. Paul ormal and Industrial School at Lawrence­

ville, the largest missionary and educational work under the
auspices of the Episcopal Church, and the third large t insti­
tution of its kind in the country. Within a radius of fifty mile
from the school there is a Negro population of 50,000.

To thi ection of VirO'inia there came, in the pring of 1882,
Rev. James . Rus ell, then a young minj tel' fresh from hi
orilination to the djaconate. He came a mi ionary for Brun ­
wick and Mecklenburg countie. On his twenty-fifth birth­
day, December 20, 1882, he took unto him elf a wife, who
has been very helpful to him in making the work at Law­

renceville what it is to-day.
In January, 1883, he opened a parish school in the vestry

room of St. Paul's Chapel. In two year the school had out-
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grown this ve try room, and it was nece ary to erect a building
for the accommodation of the tudent. Rev. Dr. au], of
Philadelphia. very much interested in the work, furni hed
the greater part of the funds nece ary to erect a chool build­
inO' of thr e room, and thi wa u ed for three year .

Mr. Ru eU, who for om time had realiz d the n e ity
for an indu trial and normal . chool, to m t thc n d of the
large and growing Tegro population of th cction, d cid d to
establish such a chool, and it was op n d ptembcr 24, ]8 8.
A dc irable piece of property wa. of!' red for $1,000. Thi.
wa purcha cd by )ill'. Ru. sell on hi own l' pon ibility, and
at that time th l' wa not a dollar in hand. nor a ccnt pI d<red.
The chool op n d with three teacher and eight tud nt .

Items of Progress

Principal Rus ell ha' ncyer falterrd in hi work, and ha re­
ceiv d the cooperation of man.r friend. To-day, after twcnty­
one year of existence, th school has nearly thirty bu ilding .
The rugged hill , once covered with scrubbv veO'ctation and
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eamed with deep cuts, have giv n place to a beautiful campu ,


